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CONTACT INFORMATION:  	L. Brie Lehew & Suzette Taylor
Voluntary Service Officer/Assistant 
Beckley VA Medical Center
200 Veterans Avenue
Beckley, WV  25801
Phone:  304-255-2121, X4556 or X4162
Cell:  304-860-5171
Email:  Lou.Lehew@va.gov & suzette.taylor@va.gov


1. TRANSMISSION & LABOR for one of our DAV vans we use to transport patients to their medical appointments.  The estimate to replace it is $3,500.  This is a critical need for the program.

2. RALEIGH COUNTY COMMUNITY ACTION ASSOCIATION BUS TICKETS: For needy or homeless Veterans.    

3. UBER gift cards for the hospital account: For needy or homeless Veterans who do not have transportation.  Or, need a ride home at night after coming to the Emergency Room

4. LAUNDRY DETERGENT (for HE washers):  For ALL veterans: In and out patients.

5. ADAPTIVE RAFTING ITEMS:  Helmets, Paddles, Life Vests, Adaptive Paddling Equipment, Kayaks, and snacks for the enjoyment of our wounded Veterans when participating in Team River Runners rafting trips and activities.

6. COFFEE AND COFFEE SUPPLIES:  Needed for all areas of the hospital for waiting rooms.

7. GAS CARDS:  Needed for Veterans that are being helped through VA’s Compensated Work Therapeutic (CWT) program.  This program helps homeless Veterans or those that have been out of work to find employment but need gasoline to get back and forth to work until he/she gets their first paycheck.  

8. CRAFT KITS, ART SUPPLIES (Canvas, etc.  model cars, billfolds, wood crafts, etc):  These kits are much needed by our Veterans to help keep their minds off their problems and are very therapeutic to their care.  (They can be purchased from Hobby Lobby, Wal-Mart, online, etc.)  This is a big need for the winter months when most veterans are homebound.

9. HARD CANDY & SMALL CANDY BARS (Regular and Sugar Free): Individually wrapped candy needed for all who stop at the Welcome Center.

10. MUSIC EQUIPMENT: GUITARS (New or Used), keyboards, etc.:  Needed for Veterans who want to participate in lessons now being offered at our VA facility.  You can also sponsor a veteran for $200.

11. AUDIOBOOKS (CD discs only):  For enjoyment by Veterans who can no longer read.

12. MUSIC CDs:  A variety of music is needed to load onto new Juke Box for Veteran enjoyment!  Also, the VA has a large exchange program.

13. MOVIE DVDs (No VHS tapes):  A variety of movies are needed for Veteran’s entertainment purposes.

14. POSTAGE “FOREVER” STAMPS: Needed for mailing letters to veterans, cards, etc.

15. ZIPPERED/ZIP-LOCK BAGS (Large gallon size or medium size): Used to put together comfort kits for new admissions (such as toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant, razor, shaving cream, comb/brush, body lotions, etc.)

16. BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION PROGRAM:  For celebrating Veterans’ birthdays, we need large gift bags, small and large teddy bears, Puzzle Books, Happy Birthday Balloons, Smiley Face Balloons, and Helium Tanks (used to blow up balloons).

17. CANTEEN BOOKS:  Needed for all Veterans, “prizes” during Veteran activities (casino night, bingo, etc.) when inclement weather occurs, and recreation (in and out patient) conducts the bingo/activity in place of the organization activity. Can be purchased through the Canteen in the basement.

18. DISPOSABLE PAPER PLATES, PLASTIC WARE, TABLECLOTHS & NAPKINS:  To be used Veteran’s food socials and activities.

19. SPORTS THEMED SHIRTS / SWEAT SHIRTS / HATS / ETC:  Suggestions include WVU, Marshall local high schools, or regional pro-teams are appreciated.  Used for weekly Veteran sporting events or Bingo prizes.

20. TOILETRY ITEMS:  The following items are always accepted for new admissions, birthday gifts, backpacks for homeless Veterans, and concierge services. (Note: We CANNOT accept used, outdated, or expired items.)

* indicates highly requested items



3


*Disposable Razors (Double/Triple Blade preferred) 
*Shaving Cream 
*Deodorant (not antiperspirant) 
 Toothpaste
 Toothbrushes
*Shower Gel & Body Wash
 Combs & Hairbrushes 
 Dental Floss
Non-alcoholic Mouthwash 
Non-alcoholic Aftershave Lotion
Hand/Skin Lotions 
Shampoo (small & large containers)
Denture Cream/Adhesive
Lip Balm/Chap Stick
Baby/Wet Wipes
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21. LARGE SIZE BODY WASH, LOTION, SHAMPOO, CONDITIONER, DEODORANT & SHAVING CREAM:  Large bottles are requested by residents who live here.  

22. VISA GIFT CARDS/RESTAURANT GIFT CARDS/ MOVIE TICKETS
a. This is a critical need for the facility 
b. Visa gift cards & restaurant gift cards are great for needy veterans (low denominations)
c. Grocery gift cards (low denominations) for Social Workers to help those who do not have money for food.

23. GIFT CARDS TO LOCAL STORES & RESTAURANTS (i.e. Wal-Mart, Sam’s Club, Burger King, Wendy’s, Little Caesars, Pizza Hut, Tamarack, Ruby Tuesday, Bob Evans, Cheddars, Shoney’s, Golden Corral, etc.):  Needed to take Veterans out to eat periodically at local restaurants for some are homeless, in-need, and our patients get tired of hospital food.  

24. NEW CLOTHING:  We accept new T-shirts, Polo Shirts, Shorts, Underwear, Pajamas; Sweat Pants, Sweat Tops and Jogging Suits (sizes Medium through 3X).  (NOTE:  For men and women Veterans – no used items can be accepted)

25. HOMELESS/SOCIAL WORK TEAM:  Mattress protectors (all sizes).

26. HOME BASED PRIMARY CARE:  Flashlights, batteries, Non-skid socks

27. OPERATION DIAPER BAG: For veteran families who are pregnant or newly delivered.

28. SNACKS FOR BEREAVEMENT ROOM:  Variety of individually wrapped snacks such as Nutri-grain fruit bars/Nutri-grain Bakery Delights, crackers, potato chips, Natures Valley Crunchy Granola Bars, fruit snacks, fruit rollups, Microwaveable Chef Boyardee Mini Meals/Campbells “Soup on the Go”/Kraft or Velveeta “Easy Mac”/Individual Freezer Meals, Variety packs of fudge stripe cookies/mini Oreos/mini animal crackers, small bags of microwaveable popcorn, bottled water, Mini Coke/Diet Coke/Sprite, Capri Sun/Juice Boxes, Coffee/Creamer/Sugar, and variety of Keurig pods.

29. CHILDRENS GAMES FOR BEREAVEMENT ROOM: For families to use while visiting.

30. MONETARY CASH DONATIONS:  Checks should be addressed to “VA Voluntary Service” and will be
deposited in one of the following General Post Funds (per your request) to be used by the following project or need:
· Beckley Vet Center (8000) – used to support group therapy, coffee and veteran needs
· Princeton Vet Center (8003) – used to support group therapy, coffee and veteran needs
· Social Work Account (8004) – used to support needy Veterans with canteen coupon books, cab fares, bus tickets, or other miscellaneous expenses approved by Social Work Committee. 
· Homeless Veterans (8031) - used to support needy homeless Veterans with canteen coupon books, cab fares, bus tickets, or other miscellaneous expenses approved by homeless programs.
· Whole Health Activities (8032) – used to support whole health initiatives in the hospital (aromatherapy, healthy cooking classes, Yoga, Tai Chi, Rafting, Aqua Therapy, equine therapy)
· Home Based Primary Care (8033) – used to support our veterans who live in the community and are part of the Home Based Program.
· Mental Health – (8034) – used to support our veterans who working on recovery for group meetings.
· Outpatient Recreation Account (8035) - 
· Agri-Therapy (8036) – used to teach veterans to grow gardens and provide plant-based therapy.  Beckley is currently working on this program for 2020.  We need seeds, storage buildings, etc.
· Aqua-Therapy (8037) – used to help fund the YMCA pool rental fees for the therapy programs for amputees, and recovering veterans 
· Transportation (8042) – used to get veterans to their medical appointments, Uber cards, gas money
· Guitars for Veterans (8044) – used to purchase guitars and gig kits for veterans who are in the program.
· Inpatient Recreational Activities Account (8005) – This is for our CLC and ADHC veterans.  They are used for birthday socials; special meals recreational activities such as bus trips, ball games, movie tickets; canteen books; game prizes; etc.
· General Purpose Account (8010) – used for purchasing comfort items, the monthly special meal, clothing, & Veteran needs.  
· Hospice Fund (8028) – used for purchasing items needed for Hospice Program
· VAVS Committee Fund (8011) – Volunteer needs, special projects for the medical center, etc.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]National Wheelchair Games (8020) – used for Veterans and Coaches of those veterans to attend National Wheelchair Games (covers their travel, hotel, meals & incidentals)

Thank you for caring about our Veterans!    Updated 12/2/2019
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